National Association for Geriatric Education
Member of Congress Visit Outline

· Decide in advance who will be the spokesperson for the group.  This person will facilitate the introductions and start the conversation with the Member of Congress or staff person.

· Thank the Member of Congress or staff person for seeing you.

· Have each person identify themselves; tell where they live, and their affiliations (employer/university).  
· Explain that your primary purpose is to let the Senator / Representative / staff person know about your work at the GWEP and it value to the older adults, the field, and your community, and to make yourself available as a resource.

· Explain to the Sen/Rep/staff that the GWEPS are the only federal program that increases the number of health care professionals and faculty with geriatrics expertise and your concern about proposed funding cuts in the budget for GWEPs.
· Share the NAGE House Appropriations Committee Testimony, the one-pager on the GWEP, and the Eldercare Workforce Alliance Positon Paper.

· Give examples of your “clients,” the settings in which you work, what you have learned from your work and research, and how this might be replicated in other communities. 

· Explain the policy implications of your work, particularly in relation to the state or district represented by the Member of Congress or staff person you are seeing.

· Ask the person with whom you meet about his/her priorities and work in the aging and health arenas.

· Thank the Member of Congress or staff person for her/his time and offer to be available as a resource in the future.

· Give the person with whom you meet your business card or a one-page summary of your research or your work.  
· Send a thank-you note as a follow-up.  Include any information or materials that you mentioned in your meeting. 

